
 

 

Areas of Focus Metrics  
Year Zero 

 
Year Four 

Change 
2010-2014 

Undergraduate 
Education 

ACT Equivalent (75
th

/25
th

 Percentile) 29/24 29/24 Met Goal 

Retention Rate (1
st

 to 2
nd

 Year) 84% 87% +3 % 

Six-Year Graduation Rate 60% 69% +9 % 

Graduate 
Education 

Number of Ph.D. Degrees 277 319 +42 

Number of Master’s and 
Professional Degrees 1,845 1,854 +9 

Research 
Federal Research Expenditures $70M $130M +$60M 

Total Research Expenditures $165M $248M +$83M 

Faculty 

Avg. Tenure-Line Salary Range $66 to 
$107K 

$76 to 
$127K 

+$10 to 
$20K 

Undergraduate Student/Tenure-Line 
Faculty 20 19 -1 

Faculty Awards 10 10 No Change 

Resources and 
Infrastructure 

Teaching and Support Expenditures/ 
Student $16,100 $18,595 + $2,495 

 

Endowment/ Student* $14,380 $20,900 + $6,520 

 
 

*We are considering omitting these in the future because national data is no longer available. 
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*Dollars are reported in thousands (This was an NSF HERD requirement);  
**Includes UTK, UTSI, and University-Wide;  
***Sources: FY10-FY12: HERD survey tables from NSF website; FY13: UTK Survey prepared by Controller’s Office; 
FY14: NSF Research Survey Estimate Report on IRIS.  The official FY14 number has not been submitted as of 01/20 
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*Total is used for Top 25 reporting purposes 
**Source: UT System Strategic Plan website 
(http://president.tennessee.edu/strategicplan/dashboard/goal2.html) 
***Reported in millions 
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*Data runs a year behind 
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RANKINGS 
General 

Forbes magazine listed UT-Knoxville in its 2014 edition of “America’s Top Colleges” based on the quality 

of education and student experiences and achievements.  Forbes’ 2014 “America’s Top Colleges” list 

ranks 650 institutions based on the quality of education provided by the schools, the experience of the 

students, and the achievements of students and alumni. (July 30, 2014) 

U.S. News and World Report ranked UT-Knoxville 50th among all public universities in its 2014 Top 

Colleges list.  UT-Knoxville’s ranking climbed a total of three spots since 2010.  This list includes 260 

American universities offering bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees.  This validates our work to 

become a Top 25 institution, since we have seen a rise of four spaces since we began the 

implementation of our plans and initiatives.   

Best Value 

Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine listed UT-Knoxville as one of the “100 Best Values in Public 

Colleges” in its 2015 list which ranks American colleges based on academic quality and affordability.  UT 

was the only Tennessee public university to make the top 100. (December 2014) 

UT was ranked among the top seventy-five public colleges and universities in the Princeton Review‘s 

“Best Value Colleges for 2014″ edition. The ranking compares thirty data points of public and private 

schools that include cost, financial aid, and other student and academic metrics. The top colleges and 

universities were selected from more than 650 institutions. (February 2013) 
 

U.S. News and World Report 2015 Edition (Graduate Programs) (March 10, 2014) 

The 2015 U.S. News and World Report ranked UTK’s graduate programs among the best in the nation. 

The School of Art’s Printmaking program ranks 3rd place nationally for the second year in a row. 

The College of Business Administration’s supply chain and logistics program is 11th in the country and 7th 

among public universities.  The college’s overall M.B.A. program is ranked 65th nationally, up two spots 

from last year, and 34th among public universities, up four spots from last year.  

UTK’s Master of Business Administration program is ranked 8th nationally and 5th among public 

universities in U.S. News “10 Most Popular B-Schools.” This particular ranking focuses on the percentage 

of students who are admitted and choose to attend.   

The College of Engineering’s nuclear engineering program is ranked 5th nationally and 4th among public 

universities ranking in the top ten for a fifth year in a row. 

The College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences’ graduate rehabilitation counseling program is 

ranked 64th among all universities in the nation. 
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The College of Engineering’s overall graduate program is ranked 36th among all public universities, up 

two points from last year. 

For the third time in the College of Engineering’s history, specialties in all departments were ranked 

nationally.  The college’s aerospace, aeronautical, and astronautical engineering program ranked 54th; 

computer engineering ranked 53rd (up 9 points from last year); industrial, manufacturing, and systems 

engineering ranked 56th (up 8 points from last year); materials engineering ranked 51st; civil engineering  

ranked 61st; electrical, electronic, and communications engineering ranked 64th; mechanical engineering 

ranked 61st (up 7 points from last year); biological and agricultural engineering ranked 23rd; and chemical 

engineering ranked 84th.   

UT-Knoxville’s law program is ranked 36th among all public universities.   

The College of Law’s clinical training program is ranked 25th nationally and 9th among public universities. 

U.S. News and World Report 2014 Edition, (Undergraduate programs) (September 8, 2014) 

The College of Business Administration’s overall undergraduate business program was ranked 51st in the 

nation among all institutions.   

The College of Business Administration’s undergraduate supply chain management/logistics program 

ranks 4th among all institutions nationally, up 2 spots from last year. 

The College of Engineering’s growing undergraduate program is ranked 31st among all public institutions, 

up 6 spots from last year. 

Other Notable Ranks 

UT-Knoxville ranks 8th nationally (among public & private institutions) for having thirteen National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) research fellowships awarded to faculty since 2004. 

UT-Knoxville College of Law is featured in the Princeton Review’s “Best 169 Law Schools: 2015 Edition.” 

UT-Knoxville ranked among the Top 75 public universities for The Princeton Review’s 150 Best Value 
Colleges for 2014. 

The College of Law at UT-Knoxville is ranked 34th by The National Law Journal, up 16 points from last 
year. 

UT’s Master of Business Administration’s program is among the world’s top program, according to 
Bloomberg Businessweek.  Of the eighty-five schools included in the ranking, UT’s program ranked 55th 
globally and 17th among U.S. public universities. 

UT ranks 24th in the country among all public and private universities in U.S. News and World Report’s 
rankings for Best Colleges for Veterans. 

UT-Knoxville’s full-time M.B.A. program in the College of Business Administration is ranked 69th among 
all public and private universities in the country by Poets & Quants, a composite of the five major 
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rankings including Financial Times, The Economist, BusinessWeek, Forbes, and U.S. News & World 
Report.    

The 2014 Public Accounting Report (PAR) 33rd Annual Professors Survey ranked our College of Business 
Administration’s undergraduate and master’s level accounting programs as Top 25 in the country among 
schools of comparable faculty size. 

Graduates from the University of Tennessee ranked in the top 1.5% in the nation for their passage rates 
on the Certified Public Accountant (CPA) Exam.  UT-Knoxville ranked 7th out of more than 500 schools 
(public & private). 

The Princeton Review listed UT-Knoxville College of Business Administration’s full-time M.B.A. program 
in its 2015 edition of “The Best 296 Business Schools.” 

UT-Knoxville’s College of Law is one of the nation’s Best Value Law Schools (given an A+ rating and 
ranked 16th in the nation), according to National Jurist magazine.  The magazine annually ranks schools 
by weighing bar passage rates and job placement figures with tuition and average indebtedness upon 
graduation. 

UT-Knoxville’s full-time Masters of Business Administration (M.B.A.) program is ranked among the Top 
100 U.S. Business Schools by Poets & Quants.  The M.B.A program ranked 40th among all public U.S. 
universities. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


