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STATEMENT:
I have been associated with the University of Tennessee since I was a law student, graduating in
1994. While practicing law, I began teaching as an adjunct professor in 1998, then served as a
visiting professor from 2010-2012, and now as a tenured professor of law. Currently, I serve as
the director of the Business Law Clinic, where I, along with my students work with professors,
researchers, and students across campus and Oak Ridge, providing legal assistance in the
commercialization of their intellectual property.
As a collective faculty, we at the University of Tennessee approach this next academic year with
much uncertainty as it pertains to how courses will be delivered, the introduction of a new
budgeting model, and the real possibility of a reduction in the state budget to the university.
While I intend to continue building upon the policy agendas pursued by the current and past
senate presidents, the next three years will present us with some unique challenges. Both the
tenure track and non-tenure track faculty have stepped up to the plate over past eight weeks,
totally transforming how they are working with their students. Such heroic efforts have not gone
unnoticed by the Administration and Board of Trustees. It is clear that although these two bodies
traditionally have controlled policy and budget, it is the faculty that deliver the critical services to
our customers, the students. These difficult times will require greater university collaboration to
arrive at innovative solutions and may actually serve as an opportunity for the faculty to play an
even greater role in university governance.
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