
 
Upcoming Faculty Senate Meetings: 09/22, 10/20, 11/17, 01/12/2026 (if needed), 02/02, 03/02, 04/06, 05/04 
 

  Updated 10.20.2025 

 
Empowering Voices, Fostering Success, Shaping Futures 

 

Faculty Senate Meeting 
Monday, October 20, 2025 

3:05 pm – 5:00 pm 
Student Union, Room 270 

  
AGENDA 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. Approval of Minutes (~3:05 – 3:15) 

a. Approval of Faculty Senate Minutes, September 22, 2025 
b. Approval of Undergraduate Council Minutes and Executive Summary, September 30, 2025 
c. Approval of Graduate Council Minutes, October 02, 2025 

 
III. Announcements and Reports (~3:15 – 4:15) 

a. President’s Update (C. Noble) 
b. UTK Chancellor’s Report (D. Plowman) 
c. Provost Update (J. Zomchick) 
d. International Student & Faculty Issues (W. Vittetoe) 

 
IV. New Business (~4:15 – 4:45) 

a. Proposed changes to Faculty Senate Bylaws 
i. Process for clerical edits (voting item) 

ii. Diversity & Inclusion Committee (start of review period) 
b. Proposed Faculty Handbook Changes (Clean), (Tracked Changes) (V. Keppens) (start of review 

period) 
c. Heart & Soul Award 

 
V. Information Items 

a. Revised Faculty Handbook now available online in both PDF and HTML 
b. Sept 19, 2025 Report on Faculty Termination Procedure, Faculty Affairs Committee 
c. Academic Calendar Committee – Please contact Beth Schussler with any feedback about the 

current academic calendar, challenges faced, opportunities for change, etc. or visit the feedback 
form. 

d. TLI annual Fall Teaching Summit, October 28 from 8:30a-3:30p 
e. Fall Faculty Roundtables: Career-Readiness & the QEP  

i. November 04, November 14 
f. AAUP Panel on Academic Freedom & Free Speech, October 22 
g. Immigration Updates: Curated by the Center for Global Engagement, the page collects critical 

immigration updates in one place  
h. Guide to Managing Online Harassment: Outlines steps employees can take if they are subjected 

to online harassment  
i. Robert’s Rules Primer (H. Sedges)  
j. Nominate a worthy colleague for the Heart & Soul Award 

 
VI. Adjournment (5:00) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rIaspGGwz_DVIarBJIpoQThlM3eJJkjn/view?usp=drive_link
https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_undergradcouncil/150/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a9Leq2ysN5F715J4idqgNDVnhDs-XzmV/view?usp=sharing
https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gcminutes/146/
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/UT_FacultySenate-FSLeadershipTeamandAdmin/EonthkBFZM9As9r7TlayulwBPkMncsEA60FOoSN1hgruKw?e=05ppdg
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/UT_FacultySenate-FSLeadershipTeamandAdmin/ESWdULBz-lJHq74Ejjs2Sd4BDZ3SIly0_SmJDQTzHRxeHQ?e=WOckEA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hh_VD27qaf41WBPM_fe1SxG44WsxVoCR/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117978700796911900659&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WH4KXjfUBek8bjd84Q3q1hUPmyLYDrbM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117978700796911900659&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://facultyhandbook.utk.edu/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZBzmSz5FJElSoDtJ_k3c-F-cwdPvX_px/view
mailto:eschussl@utk.edu
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Y-Mndjye_Ol6CG5fQ3KsldVcgBxVBkKUPhrnhOD0eJc/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Y-Mndjye_Ol6CG5fQ3KsldVcgBxVBkKUPhrnhOD0eJc/edit
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/faculty-senate/SitePages/TLI-Summit-2025.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=WcCsGM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_xb90gHOiSt0MCJaiek1KWUB_CN2WML4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1krrQPZ8ysmg03MndfxXbX22G0HOyC5z1/view?usp=sharing
https://international.utk.edu/international-students-and-scholars-services/isss-about-us/immigration-updates/
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTK/SitePages/Managing-Online-Harassment.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SvIuf-zv6ay9tLvNS30QW-Ukayrawx88/view
https://tiny.utk.edu/senate-heartsoul

