THE UNIVERSITY OF

TENNESSEE

KNOXVILLE

Empowering Voices, Fostering Success, Shaping Futures

Faculty Senate Meeting
Monday, November 17, 2025
3:05 pm — 5:00 pm
Student Union, Room 270

AGENDA

1. Call to Order

II.  Approval of Minutes (~3:05 — 3:15)
a. Approval of Faculty Senate Minutes, October 20, 2025
b. Approval of Undergraduate Council Minutes and Executive Summary, October 28, 2025
c. Approval of Graduate Council Minutes, October 30, 2025

III. Announcements and Reports (~3:15 —4:15)
a. President’s Update (C. Noble)
i. Heart & Soul Awards
b. Provost Update (J. Zomchick)

IV. New Business (~4:15 — 4:45)

a. Enrollment Overview (K. Alldredge)

b. Student Success, New Initiatives (A. Williams)

c. VolCore Updates (M. Violanti)

d. Proposed changes to Faculty Senate Bylaws

i. Diversity & Inclusion Committee (voting item)

Proposed Faculty Handbook Changes (Clean), (Tracked Changes) (voting item)
Resolution - “Reaffirming the University's Commitment to Free Speech, Due Process, and
Shared Governance in Response to Recent Administrative Actions” from Faculty Affairs
Committee (D. Butler, E. Cowell)
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V. Information Items
a. Faculty Senate Bylaws — Approved Clerical Changes (tracked changes, clean)
i. Approved by Executive Council, November 03, 2025
Rocky Top Originals, Criteria
Faculty Senate Suggestion Box
Revised Faculty Handbook now available online in both PDF and HTML
Academic Calendar Committee — Please contact Beth Schussler with any feedback about the
current academic calendar, challenges faced, opportunities for change, etc. or visit the feedback
form.
f. Immigration Updates: Curated by the Center for Global Engagement, the page collects critical
immigration updates in one place
g. Guide to Managing Online Harassment: Outlines steps employees can take if they are subjected
to online harassment
h. Robert’s Rules Primer (H. Sedges)
i. Nominate a worthy colleague for the Heart & Soul Award

VI. Adjournment (5:00)
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Upcoming Faculty Senate Meetings: 09/22, 1020, 11/17, 01/12/2026 (if needed), 02/02, 03/02, 04/06, 05/04

Updated 11.17.2025
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