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Empowering Voices, Fostering Success, Shaping Futures 

 
Faculty Senate Executive Council Meeting  

Monday, February 16, 2026  
440 Haslam Business Building 

3:05 pm – 5:00 pm  
 

AGENDA  
I. Call to Order  

 
II. Approval of Minutes  

a. Faculty Senate Executive Council Meeting Minutes, January 26, 2026  
 

III. Announcements and Reports  
a. President’s Update (C. Noble) 

 
IV. Information Items  

a. Faculty Senate Minutes (unapproved), November 17, 2025 
b. Emergency Needs Fund for UTK Faculty and Staff 
c. Rocky Top Originals Criteria (N. Hristov) 
d. Immigration Updates: Curated by the Center for Global Engagement, the page collects 

critical immigration updates in one place  
e. Guide to Managing Online Harassment: Outlines steps employees can take if they are 

subjected to online harassment  
f. Robert’s Rules Primer (H. Sedges)  
g. Request: Heart & Soul Award nominations 
h. Memorandum on Planned Standardization of Academic Degree Designations 
i. 2026-2027 AY Meeting Dates:  

i. Executive Council – 09/14, 10/12, 11/02, 01/25/2027, 02/22, 03/22, 04/19 
ii. Faculty Senate – 09/21, 10/19, 11/16, 01/12/2027 (if needed), 02/01, 03/01, 

04/05, 03/03 
 
V. New Business  

a. Legislative Updates (C. Whitworth) 
b. Provost Updates (J. Zomchick) 
c. Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs Updates (V. Keppens) 
d. Space Updates (Linsey Graff) 
e. Budgets Process Overview (P. Byrnes, K. Thomas) 

 
VI. Adjournment (to Workshop mode) 

 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 
Executive Council: 09/08/25, 10/13, 11/03, 01/26/2026, 02/16, 03/23, 04/20     

http://senate.utk.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2026/02/ExecutiveCouncil_Minutes_01.26.2026.pdf
http://senate.utk.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/2026/01/FacultySenate_Minutes_11.17.2025_DRAFT.docx
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/HR/SitePages/Emergency-Needs-Fund-for-UTK-Faculty-and-Staff.aspx?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=is%20introducing%20a%20new%20Emergency%20Needs%20Fund&utm_campaign=ocm_tntoday_01-08
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/UT_FacultySenate-FSLeadershipTeamandAdmin/EXK67mQvSsZKolhfH469-ugBensHJDNsR2udY52VQMQXcA?e=u9zkzu
https://international.utk.edu/international-students-and-scholars-services/isss-about-us/immigration-updates/
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTK/SitePages/Managing-Online-Harassment.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SvIuf-zv6ay9tLvNS30QW-Ukayrawx88/view
https://utk.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_08SLxZmcrCp1Otg
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/UT_FacultySenate-FSLeadershipTeamandAdmin/Een-jReiuGdEgCyueT5-if0BsvAZakfSXF7siCJvnKY2tQ?e=6C3Ekx

