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Empowering Voices, Fostering Success, Shaping Futures 

 

Faculty Senate Meeting 
Monday, May 04, 2026 

3:05 pm – 5:00 pm 
Student Union, Room 270 

  
AGENDA 

 
I. Call to Order 

 

II. Approval of Minutes (~3:05 – 3:15) 
a. Approval of Faculty Senate Minutes, April 06, 2026 
b. Approval of Undergraduate Council Minutes and Executive Summary, April 21, 2026 
c. Approval of Graduate Council Minutes, April 23, 2026 

 

III. Announcements and Reports (~3:05 – 3:45) 
a. President’s Update (Charles Noble) 
b. Provost’s Update (John Zomchick) 

 

IV. New Business (~3:45 – 5:00) 
a. Strategic Vision Review (Matthew Scoggins) (10 mins) 
b. Ombuds Services (Lisa Yamagata-Lynch) (15 mins) 
c. Compliance issues (Ashley Blamey) (10 mins) 
d. “The Future of Higher Education” (Robert Kelchen) (20 mins) 
e. Elections (10 mins)  

i. President Elect 
1. Amber Roessner (statement) 

ii. Recording Secretary 
1. Michelle Brannen  

iii. Communications Officer 
1. Alex Boris (statement) 

iv. UT Advisory Board 
1. Howard Hall (statement) 
2. Eric Lukosi (statement) 

f. Heart & Soul Awards (5 mins) 
g. Passing of the Gavel (5 mins) 

 

V. Information Items 
a. Faculty Senate Review of UTK FY27 Budget + Athletics Memo (Finance & Benefits 

Committee) 
b. 2026-2027 AY Meeting Dates:  

i. Faculty Senate Retreat – 08/13 
ii. Executive Council – 09/14, 10/12, 11/02, 01/25/2027, 02/22, 03/22, 04/19 

iii. Faculty Senate – 09/21, 10/19, 11/16, 01/12/2027 (if needed), 02/01, 03/01, 04/05, 
05/03 

 

VI. Adjournment (5:00) 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14LH4TfKEzjvDlvdaL8TFqNzzbHOhKTOZ/view?usp=drive_link
https://trace.tennessee.edu/handle/20.500.14382/56794
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NSi1cpftvq7qLU-1-MHo0KnlvBr-ISku/view?usp=sharing
https://trace.tennessee.edu/handle/20.500.14382/56667
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FkmTB1r1NzSFnndgIV4fSpFHnpOlmFPl/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Zp6WawN0a9hkgRtcWxj7mtkFYTXmC8YV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117978700796911900659&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1A7Ue9HLRsgXonTTBVyW0vxX5DIxpkMlx/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-E7se5qB9jM6T632J773O61JwkFcPjMG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117978700796911900659&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/193hRYkxxxBjbZWSOofKPXFmTK6tYegYl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117978700796911900659&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUimsuQPRmmWeWTqPvL2qcSytfBMrNFQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cn55BS4vUkWD-oF1W5sGDqX9KD82OqQo/view?usp=sharing
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Faculty Senate Resources 
 
Nominations, Recognitions, Feedback: 
  

• Faculty Senate Suggestion Box 
• Nominate a worthy colleague for: 

o Heart & Soul Award  
o Rocky Top Originals 

• Faculty Appreciation Week Highlights (Spring 2026) 
 

University Resources: 
 

• Faculty Senate Intranet Hub 
• Faculty Handbook now available online in both PDF and HTML 
• Digital Accessibility Guidelines and Resources 
• Office of Ombuds Services   
• Guide to Managing Online Harassment: Outlines steps employees can take if they are subjected to 

online harassment  
• Robert’s Rules Primer  

 

http://tiny.utk.edu/FSSuggestionBox
https://tiny.utk.edu/senate-heartsoul
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gzp5WyMPSjCIDcrPX2MExleGbpFqtkw-/view?usp=sharing
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/faculty-senate
https://facultyhandbook.utk.edu/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/o20ojo/goc6i1d/st48rjc
https://ombuds.utk.edu/
https://liveutk.sharepoint.com/sites/UTK/SitePages/Managing-Online-Harassment.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SvIuf-zv6ay9tLvNS30QW-Ukayrawx88/view

